




8 


ry, 
he 


” 


a- 


ns 
e > 


re 


ts 


ly 











NOlL¥is 4 
@z9¢ 19 
A8V8a17 AINn 


SYX3L Oova 
@ 40€ xog 
9 €2 Oza 
Bo Ava 


‘wu 


Copyright, 1958, by The Sunday School Times Co. Second-class 
Entered as 


TIDWELL BIBLE LIBRARY 


1 School 


Cinnes 


at sdditional mailing offices. 








Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, November 1, 1958 \_/ 


Volume One Hundred, No. 44 


$4.00 a year, in clubs, $3.00 
See page 807 





Lesson for November 16 in this issue 





Lesson 7.—Jesus’ Healing Ministry. 
Matthew 8:1-17; Mark 1:29-S4a. 
Notes on Open Létters: 


Questions on Demonology ........................ 794 
The Judgment of the Nations. I. By 

Herman B. Cents, D.D. ........................ 795 
How a Pamily Learned Oneness. 

By Evelyn Witter 796 





What a Boys Class Learned From a 
Missionary. By Faith Williams Shiras 797 


Scripture Art Calendars for 1959 _............ 797 
International Uniform Lesson .............. 798-805 


©. EB. Topic—The Church That Needed 
Repentance. By John W. Lane, Jr. ... 805 


Children—A Little-Boy Job. By 








Virginia Maas 807 
Por Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, D.D. 808 
x 


The Little Prayer 
By Helen Frazee-Bower 


T WAS a very little prayer 
The small child prayed, alone. 
How could it climb up Heaven’s stair 
To reach the Father’s throne? 


The stumbling speech, the faltered 
word, 

Must vanish orf the air. 

And yet, distinctly, God had heard 

The very little prayer. 


It was not lost to Him at all: 
He met it at the Gate— 

For though the prayer was very small, 
The faith was very great. 


x 


When God and Man Say, “But—“ 


_ Not uncommon is the thought that 
when the word “but” occurs in Scrip- 
ture the context is worth studying. 
New light on it was given recently in 
the French calendar, Méditations Quo- 
tidiennes, when the verse for the day was 
this, “With men this is impossible; but 
with God all things are possible” (Matt. 
19:26). Said the unnamed writer (“W. 
P.”): “Several years ago I suddenly 
saw that the ‘buts’ of God are in general 
encouraging, while those of men are or- 
dinarily discouraging. For example, 
Someone says, “Thank you, I am pretty 
well today, but...’ ‘It’s nice weather, 
but...’ ‘T’ve got enough to get along 
on up to the first of August, but .. .’ 


There are the ‘buts’ of man. And here 
are those of God: ‘You are a fool, but 
...” ‘You are a lost sinner, but . 

‘You are a poor, miserable creature, 
but .. .’- All along the way _we- keep 
finding the ‘buts’ of God. ‘You are 
without strength, but God can...” 
Too often the “buts” in our speech re- 
veal lurking unbelief in the heart in 
contrast to the faith and heavenly op- 
timism that ought to be there. One 
that showed faith in spite of circum- 
stances is found in one of. Peter’s an- 
swers when the Lord Jesus said to him, 
“Put out into the deep, and let down 
your nets for a draught. And Simon 
answered and said, Master, we toiled 
all night, and took nothing: but at thy 
word I will let down the nets” (Luke 
5:4, 5, A.S.V.). Peter looked back at the 
fruitless night, but he had faith as a 
grain of mustard seed and obeyed; and 
the Lord met his faith and “they in- 


x 


closed a- great multitude of fishes.” 
When we inject faithless “buts” into our 
talk, we are not completely obeying the 
command, “Let your speech be alway 
with grace, seasoned with salt” (Col. 
4:6). When everything seemed to be 
against Paul in the storm at sea, he 
mildly rebuked his shipmates and then 
said, “Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: 
for I believe God, that it shall be even 
as it was told me” (Acts 27:21, 25). One 
of the divine contrasts is seen in 
Joseph’s speech to his brethren: “Fear 
not: for am I in the place of God? 
But as for you, ye thought evil against 
me; but God meant it unto good, to 
bring to pass, as it is this day, to save 
much people alive” (Gen. 50:19, 20). 
When we think of our own weakness 
and look forward with fear, let us ever 
keep in mind the words of the Lord 
Jesus, “But with God all things are 
possible.” 


s 


XX. What Blunderers We Are! 


The last of the series, “Ourselves and Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


to calling him a fool; and many a 

man would rather be charged 
with a crime than a blunder. Yet, as a 
matter of fact, we are blunderers, each 
and all of us, in every line of speech 
and action and in all our intercourse 
with our fellows; and the difference 
between the best of us and the worst 
of us, in this matter, is a difference of 
degree, and not of kind. The blunders 
of some of us are more marked and 
more untimely than the blunders of the 
others of us; and this it is that causes 
some to be stigmatized’ as blunderers, 
while others escape that specific char- 
acterization. 

To blunder is “to flounder about,” 
“to err,” to bear one’s self as though 
blinded or dazed, through seeing for 
the moment two or more different 
things blended and confused. Who of 
us can say that his mental sight is al- 


TT CALL a man a blunderer is next 





Comfort for Dark Days 





“Trust .. . in the living God, 
who giveth us richly all things 
to enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17). 











ways clear; that his mind is never 
blinded or dazed; that to him there is 
never a confused blending of things that 
ought to be looked At by him as dis+ 
tinct and separate? “To blunder is to be 
at fault; it is to say or to do an unwise 
thing; it is to fall short of, or to go be- 
yond, the right and graceful limit of 
speech or of action in the premises. 
Who of us can say that he is always 
free from such mistakes as this? Not 
to blunder is to be without error, and 
to conform always and in all things to 
the perfect standard of absolute right; 
it is to be always up to, and never be- 
yond, the line of highest wisdom in 
whatever is to be said or done. Would 
any one of us think of making such a 
claim as this for himself? 

The comic papers are constantly il- 
lustrating “things which would better 
have been left unsaid”; yet these il- 
lustrations give but a faint idea of the 
number and the magnitude of such 
blunders in the ordinary intercourse of 
life. How often it is that two friends, 
after an incidental meeting in the street, 
or after a pleasant evening together, re- 
cajl a remark or a silence on the one 
side or the other that is obviously cap- 
able of such a misconception as would 
wretchedly misrepresent the spirit and 
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feelings of the one of whom it is remem- 
bered, and they are disturbed in mind 
accordingly! Just in proportion to one’s 
sensitive desire to be considerate of the 
other’s welfare and tastes is his liability 
to recall his own blundering failure at 
such a time and to be grieved by it 
when he sees it as it might have seemed 
to the other. 


In fact, with those who are most 
tenderly regardful of the feelings and 
interests of others, the regrets over re- 
membered blunders after every meet- 
ing with those whose good opinion they 
value highest are likely to be more 
prominent in their minds than is any 
sense of satisfaction with their success- 
ful endeavors to be at their best, and to 
express the confidence and regard for 
their companions that controls them. 
Nor is it always an undue sensitive- 
ness on their part that causes them this 
discomfort of mind; for they have 
blundered in their words and ways, 
and in many a case they have given 
discomfort by their blunderings. It is, 
indeed, more frequently by blunderings 
than by intentional unkindnesses or 
slights that ordinary friends are the 
means of pain or of doubt to one an- 
other. 


Not only in the field of social inter- 
course between friends, but in the walks 
of practical business life, in the more 
serious occupations of the professional 
leader, and in the realms of diplomacy 
and government, the best of men are 
frequently blundering; and he who 
looks back upon his course in life in 
any one of these spheres, with any de- 
gree of fair discrimination, is led to 
wonder that he could so often have 
blundered so wretchedly, and that his 
blunders have not been his ruin. The 
keenest businessman sees in almost 
every transaction of his life that he 
might have done better at one point or 
another, and that, if others had seen 
his blunders as he now sees them, he 
would. have suffered for them more 
‘sorely than he has. And every once in 
a while a businessman who has had the 
reputation of being peculiarly bright 
and keen, and free from danger of 
blundering, goes down all of a sudden, 
because of some blunder of his that is 
simply one blunder too many. 


The average minister, or lawyer, or 
physician, or editor keeps up in spite of 
his blundering, or fails finally because 
of some blunder that stands out so 
prominently that it compasses his over- 
throw. A man may have credit for 
wisdom and prudence even until he is 
the senior in his honorable profession 
in the great city of his home, and then 
may, by a single blundering speech, win 
a place on a permanent pillory of ridi- 
cule because of the influence of his 
blunder in changing the political con- 
trol of the government of a great na- 
tion. 
macy in a lifetime of public service 
may lose all accumulated credit for 
special skill and tact and wisdom as a 
diplomat by one act of blundering, 
which at last stands out as a blunder 
unmistakably. There is no such thing 


One trained in the arts of diplo- - 
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among men as living above all perils 
of blundering. 

Who of us ever looked back upon an 
evening social gathering, where he was 
either guest or host, without recalling 
regretfully one and another instance of 
his blundering in what he said or did, 
or in what he failed to say or do, in his 
intercourse with those whom he was 
particularly desirous of pleasing, or be- 
fore whom he especially wished to ap- 
pear to advantage? Who of us ever 
recalled the manner in which he ex- 
pressed his gratitude for a service ren- 
dered to him, or a favor shown him, 
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or a courtesy extended to him, without 
remembering that 
blundered where a blunder ~seemed as 
inexcusable as it was untimely? Who 
tf us ever attempted to say a word of 
graceful compliment, or of tender con- 
siderateness, or of heartfelt sympathy, 
to one whose position or character com- 
manded exceptional respect, without 
seeming to have blundered at the very 
point where he was most anxious not 
to blunder?. Who of us can recall any 
feature of his social exploits that is at 
all comparable with his blunderings? 
(Continued on page 806) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Questions on Demonology . 


Are demons being cast out today? 
I never hear of it being done al- 
though, seemingly, there are more in 
the world now than ever before. 
What methods are: advocated by Dr. 
Unger in his “Biblical Demonology”? 
—A Florida reader. 


Modern reports from foreign mission 
fields tell of the casting out of demons 
from time to time. There may also be 
cases in this country, but no actual rec- 
ords are available to THE SunpDay 
ScHoo.t TIMEs at present. 

Dr. Merrill F. Unger, Th.D.; Ph.D., 
Professor of Old Testament Interpre- 
tation, Dallas Theological Seminary, 
Dallas, Tex., in his book, “Biblical De- 
monology,”! gives several pages to de- 
mon possession in modern times (pp. 
86-90). “But there are demons now,” 
he says, “the claims of the critics not- 
withstanding. They are present today 
working in multitudinous less overt, but 
none the less real ways. Not only are 
there demons in so-called Christian 
civilized lands, but where Christianity 
and civilization have ‘not penetrated 
deeply, demon possession and_ the 
greater demonic manifestations are 
present too. Thé modern mission field 
furnishes abundant evidence of this fact 
to the honest inquirer after truth. The 
reason is quite obvious. There the Gos- 
pel, coming into head-on collision with 
intrenched Satanic opposition and the 
pagan darkness of centuries, brings the 
operation and power of evil supernat- 
uralism into sharper focus, and reveals 
demonic activity amazingly similar to 
that which occurred in the days of our 
Lord’s earthly ministry.” 

Referring to Dr. John C. Nevius, a 
missionary to China from 1854 to 1892, 
he says: “Dr. Nevius’ experiences and 
careful, unbiased study of strange psy- 
chical phenomena in Shantung Prov- 
ince present unequivocal evidence of 
the widespread existence of demon pos- 
session in modern pagan China, the 
author recording numerous cases, 
thoroughly authenticated.” He quotes 
David Almquist, missionary to China, 





1 “Biblical Demonology” is now published by 
Scripture Press, 1825 College Ave., Wheaton, 
Ill., $4. 


who said: “One frequently meets cases 
of demon possession in those countries, 
that are counterparts of the instances 
recorded in the New Testament. The 
struggle is intense; the opposition is 
determined; and one must abide con- 
stantly at the Cross to obtain power for 
victory over these forces of darkness.” 
Dr. Unger also mentions an article in 
THE SunDAY,ScHoot Trmes (Jan. 1, 1938) 
by Dr. William H. Chisholm, M_D., 
F.A.C.S., missionary of the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions, which “gives the graphic story 
of the casting out of a deaf and dumb 
spirit from a woman for whom the best 
the hospital staff could do was of no 
avail.” C. Gordon Beacham of the 
Sudan Interior Mission and Robert S. 
Roseberry, missionary of French West 
Africa, are also quoted. 

A year ago the Tres published four 
articles (July 27, Aug. 3, 10, 17, 1957) 
on Demonology by Edwin J. Tharp, 
F.R.G.S., former missionary to China, 
in which he described cases of the 
casting out of demons. 

Evidently Dr. Unger does not tell 
specifically what methods were used by 
missionaries in modern times, but shows 
that “the simplicity and effectiveness 
of the method of Jesus and His disciples 
in casting out demons” (p. 103) were 
the best. “Jesus’ own explanation of 
the method and power used in His ex- 
pulsions is given when He said, ‘But if 
I by the Spirit of God cast out demons, 
then is the kingdom of God come upon 
you’ (Matt. 12:28). It was, accordingly, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, oper- 
ating in untrammelled fullness in His 
sinless humanity, that Jesus effectuated 
His cures, rather than by reliance upon 
His‘ intrinsic power of deity, as the 
second Person of the Godhead” (p. 103). 
His word was “not ritualistic, but au- 
thoritative.” The disciples cast out de- 
mons “in His name,” which was equiva- 
lent to “in His power,” “in all that He is 
and does.” 

Dr. Unger’s last chapter is on “Biblical 
Demonology and Deliverance.” This is 
general rather than specific, and shows 
how believers may be guarded against 
the influence of demons and have vic- 
tory through the Scriptures and the 
indwelling Spirit. 
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. and even the Jews as a nation. 
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I. The Judgment of the Nations 


Beginning an exposition of Christ's 


Olivet Discourse 


which Matthew 25:31-46 forms 

the concluding part, is the most 
comprehensive prophecy concerning the 
end of the present age in all of the 
written Word. 

Some students of the discourse have 
found it chronologically complicated, 
perhaps not taking into account the fact 
that its roots run through the whole 
soil of revelation, and that only by 
rightly dividing as well as rightly com- 
bining the Word of Truth can a satis- 
factory interpretation of this prophecy 
be achieved. 

The last part of the discourse, begin- 
ning at Matthew 25:31 and devoted 
wholly to the subject of the judgment 
of the nations, has likewise perplexed 
not a few Bible students.. The judgment 
there predicted, taken by itself, appears 
to be in perfect keeping with the di- 
vine logic of history. But who are “the 


O= Lord’s Olivet Discourse, of 


nations”? To whom does the designa- 
tion “these my brethren” apply? And 
what do the metaphors “sheep” and 


“goats” mean? 


God Rules as He Will ‘ 
The thoughtful student of the Bible 
will certainly. recognize the fact that 
much of Biblical history and prophecy 
is the record of God’s. dealings with 
the nations of the earth as corporate 
entities, both before and after the cre- 
ation of the nation Israel. Chaldea was 
already a great kingdom before the 
time of Abraham. Egypt was the mis- 
tress of a flourishing civilization in the 
days when Jacob was but the chieftain 
of a nomadic tribe. And yet these and 
other nations come within the scope of 
God’s purposes and under the wrath of 
His judgments. He chooses the Assyr- 
ian as the rod of His anger against a 


hypocritical people (Isa. 10:5, 6); de- ° 


livers Judah into the power of Nebu- 
chadnezzar (Jer. 34:1-3); determines 
that Chaldea shall become a spoil (Jer. 
50:1-10); gives Egypt into the hands of 
a cruel lord (Isa. 19:4); and names 
Cyrus, the unborn ruler of a kingdom 
as yet nonexistent, as His servant to 
bring back the captivity and restore 
Jerusalem (Isa. 45:1-6). Truly, as 
Daniel expressed it, “the most High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomsoever he will” (Dan. 
4: 25b) . 

A careful examination of the Greek 
term ethnos, the plural form of which 
is translated “nations” in Matthew 25: 
32, will reveal the fact that it is an 
accommodating noun employed to desig- 
nate the Gentiles as separate national 
entities, the Gentiles as an ethnic group, 
Its use 
with a variety of inflections in several 
related passages brings its essential 
meaning into sharp relief. For in- 
stance: Matthew 24:7, “Nation [ethnos] 





Who are the sheep and the goats 
who will be placed on the right 
and left hands of the King in the 
future judgment? At what time in 
the prophetic program does this 
judgment occur? Who are those 
declared blessed and cursed at this 
tribunal? 

These questions will be answered 
in a series of four articles, of which 
this is the first. Dr. Centz is a 
Bible teacher connected with the 
American Association for Jewish 
Evangelism, with headquarters at 
Winona Lake, Ind. 








shall rise against nation [ethnos]”; 


Matthew 24:9, “And ye shall be hated, 


of all nations [ethnon]”; Luke 21:24, 
“They ... shall be led away captive into 
all nations [ethne]”; Acts 24:17, “I came 
to bring alms to my nation [to-ethnos- 
mou).” 

Revélation 5:9 is. another passage that 


sheds light on this problem: “Thou .. . 


hast redeemed us to God by thy blood 


out of every kindred [phules], and 
tongue [glosses], and people [laou], 
and nation [ethnous].” Of the féur 


Greek nouns used here to designate the 
basic divisions of the human race, only 
laos means “people” in a generic sense. 
The other three, phule, glossa, ethnos, 
all carry the connotation of homogene- 
ity and are descriptive of masses of 
people bound together in corporate en- 
tities by ties of race, language, or cul- 
ture. It may be worth noting here that 
Dr. Franz Julius Delitzsch, in his He- 
brew translation of the New Testament, 
gives the often debated part of Matthew 
25:32 the reading, “Before him shall be 
gathered [kol-ha’goyim] all the Gen- 
tile nations.” 

All things considered, there seems to 
remain no doubt that when our Lord 
said that “before him shall be gathered 
all nations,” He used the word “nations” 
in its generally understood sense, not 
as meaning an aggregation of non- 
descript individuals. 


Only One Conclusion Seems Possible 
This question should present no great 
difficulty, since it is quite generally ac- 
cepted that the judgment of the nations 
takes place at the end of the Great 
Tribulation, which is synonymous with 
the time of Jacob’s trouble. (Matt. 24: 
21; Jer. 30:7) and follows upon the 
siege of Jerusalem by “all nations” 
(Zech. 14:1-3). If, then, we take into 
account the criteria on which our Lord 
said His verdicts will be based: “Inas-~- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren” and “Inas- 
much as ye did it not to one of the 
least of these” (Matt. 25:40-45), only 
one conclusion appears possible, and 
that is, that “these my brethren” are 
the surviving remnant of Israel, the 
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people “of whom as concerning the flesh 
Christ came” (Rom. 9:5). 

The connection here seems to be ob- 
vious. The Saviour-Judge is the prophet 
like unto Moses, raised up from among 
His own brethren (Deut. 18:15); He is 
the “Star out of Jacob” (Num. 24:17); 
“the root and the offspring of David” 
(Rev. 22:16); whose visitation Joseph 
predicted in his last will and testament 
(Gen. 50:25); in whom, ‘now that He 
has come to the throne, the rich typol- 
ogy of Joseph’s disclosure to his breth- 
ren is at last filled full of meaning (Gen. 
45). 

Why God should regard Israel in this 
special way is one of the mysteries of 
divine love (Deut. 7:7, 8), but it is a 
fact definitely established in the Scrip- 
tures that they are His peculiar treasure 
(Exod. 19:5; Isa. 43:3, 4; Hos. 3:2-5; 
Psa. 135;4).. It is for the possession of 
this treasure, hidden in the earth, that 
the Son of God exchanged all that He 
had (Matt. 13:44). Even when exile 
became a necessity, it was as “the 
dearly beloved of [His] soul” that God 
gave them into the hands of their en- 
emies (Jer. 12:7). And when the na- 
tions to whom He made them subser- 
vient increased the affliction beyond 
measure, the Lord expressed His sore 
displeasure with the heathen at their 
ease, and declared that He was return- 
ing to Jerusalem with mercies (Zech. 
1:15, 16). Why, then, should it be in 
any way strange to read that now, in 
the day of His glory, the same Lord is 
going to “gather all nations . . . into the 
valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead 
with them there for ... Israel, whom 
they have scattered among the nations, 
and {His} land” (Joel 3:2). 


God’s Long-Standing Accounts 

We must recognize, however, that the 
judgment of the nations is not based 
alone upon the treatment received at 
the hands of the nations by Israel's 
Tribulation remnant. Much more is 
in the background of the trial than 
the immediate act for which the ap- 
prehended nations are. brought before 
the tribunal of God’s righteous Judge. 
God has another account of long stand- 
ing to settle with the nations, and in 
this also Israel plays a vital part. 

The return of the Lord Jesus Christ 
from Heaven, in power and great glory, 
and His accession to the throne of His 
father David, are the last but one act 
in the conflict of the ages between God 
and Satan, the conflict that in the final 
end of the age will take the form of a 
decisive personal encounter between 


. Christ and Antichrist. 


In the course of His ministry on earth, 
our Lord had two preliminary encoun- 
ters with Satan: one in the wilderness 
of temptation, on the threshold of His 
Messianic career, and the other in the 
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Garden of Gethserhane, when the work 
the Father had given Him to do was 
all, but finished. 

In the wilderness Satan offered the 
Son of God, at a price, all the kingdoms 
of the world (kosmos—organized hu- 
manity, under an orderly arrangement) 
and their glory. Obviously, then, the 
right to rule the earth and order ‘life 
“upon it was the point at issue; and 
some Scriptural intimations, if not direct 
statements, would lead us to believe 
that the conflict in the Garden also had 
to do with our Saviour’s crown rights, 
purchased, together with our redemp- 
tion, on Calvary, but not yet claimed as 
prerogatives of His regal power. 


The victories of Calvary are both 
immediate and future: 


Beloved, now are we We... groan... 
the sons of God (1 waiting for the adop- 
John 8:2). tion, to wit, the re- 

demption of our body. 
For we are saved by 
hope (Rom. 8:23, 24). 


He humbled himself, But now we see not 
and became obedient yet all things put un- 
unto death, even the der him. But we see 
death of the cross. Jesus, who was made & 
Wherefore God also little lower than the 
hath highly exalted angels for the suffer- 
him, and given him a ing of death, crowned 
name which is above with glory and hon- 
every name: that at our; that he by the 
the name of Jesus every grace of God should 
knee should bow, of taste death for every 
things in heaven, and man (Heb, 2:8, 9). 
things in earth, and The creature _ itself 
things under the earth; shall also be delivered 
and that every tongue from the bondage of 


should confess that corruption. into the 
Jesus Christ is Lord, glorious liberty of the 
to tHe glory of God children of God. For 


we know that the 
whole creation groan- 
eth and travaileth in 
pain together until 
now (Rom. 8:21, 22). 


Hence, for the present, our Lord is 
seated at the right hand of the majesty 
in the heavens, waiting until the Father 


the Father (Phil. 2: 
8-11). 
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fashions His enemies into a footstool 
for His throne (Psa. 110:1; 1 Pet. 3:22); 
and, in His own words, He is that cer- 
tain nobleman who went into a far coun- 
try to receive for Himself a kingdom 
and to return (Luke 19:12). 

Meanwhile, Revelation 12:9 gives 
Satan the full-face description of the 
one “which deceiveth the whole world” 
(oikoumene-inhabited world, or the 
world of nations); and our Lord’s ulti- 
mate glory, the glory which He had 
with the Father before the world (kos- 
mos) came into being (John 17:5), 
waits for the day when the Father will 
bring the Only-begotten ‘back into the 
(ten oikoumenen) inhabited world, .ac- 
companied by hosts of saints and wor- 
shiping angels (Heb. 1:6; Jude 14, 15). 
Then Satan will be confined to the bot- 
tomless pit, so that he no longer may 
deceive the nations, and will eventually 
be consigned to the eternal torments of 
the lake of fire (Rev. 20:1-3, 7-10). 

When the question arises how Satan 
came into possession of such great 
power, we must go back to the begin- 
ning of revelation and note again that 
when God created Adam, He gave him 
dominion over the earth, and com- 
manded him to populate it and keep it 
in subjection (Gen. 1:28). This domin- 
ion Adam lost through sin, primarily 
the sin of taking Satan’s word above 
the word of God. Consequently, when 
Satan departed from Eden, he was po- 
tentially what the Word of God de- 
scribes him to be, “the god of this 
world” (aionos - age), whose authority 
extends to the present time, for he is 
“the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience” (2 Cor. 4:4; 
Eph. 2:2). 

(To be continued) 


How a Family Learned Oneness 
When they gave time to God in their busy family life 


E WERE seeing less and less of 

each other as a family. Organiza- 
tions, school, and community activities, 
all worthy projects, were taking so 
much time from each one of us that we 
didn’t have time for one another., In 
our breathless haste, we didn’t even 
have time to decide what to do about 
our threatened family unity, until, one 
day, when the pace was racing fast, I 
learned how .we could be busy individ- 
ually and still live united in the true 
sense of the word. I learned that if we 
shared ourselves with God, we would 
share ourselves with each other. 

The events that led up to the change 
in our household were the usual breath- 
less-with-activities kind, so characteris- 
tic of our lives. It started when Jim, 
our teen-ager called, “Mom, is my good 
shirt ironed?” 

As I set up the ironing board, I re- 
membered this was the special meeting 
night of the Future Farmers of America. 
I should have remembered to do this 
one piece out of the huge basket of 
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ironing that was waiting, but I had had 
too busy a day to remember ironing 
anything. What a day it had been! I 
had attended leaders’ training school for 
the Home Bureau all morning, hurried 
home to prepare lunch for my husband 
and the three men who were helping 
him with the corn picking; then I had 
written and telephoned news items to 
the local paper for which I was corre- 
spondent; and, up until the moment 
when I got the SOS for the’ shirt, I was 
packing a box of clothing for the church 
rummage sale. What a breathless rush! 
Before I finished the shirt, Louise, our 
grammar school daughter came into the 
kitchen, waving a paper. “Mom, please 
see if I know all my Bible verses for 
the church program,” she pleaded. 
, The verses checked and the ironing 
board taken down again, there came a 
moment to relax before Jim’s teacher 
knocked on the door. He was taking 
Jim to the meeting, and thought he’d 
come early for a little chat. But the 
chat didn’t last long because Bill,, my 
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husband, dashed in from his choring to 


exclaim: “Hogs broke out! They’re 
headed for the cornfield. If they get in 
there we'll never find them!” 

We dropped everything, of course, and 
a wild half hour of herding hogs fol- 
lowed. It was a good thing we got them 
in as quickly as we did for we were due 
at the church basement within an hour 
for potluck supper and to prepare for 
the morrow’s rummage sale. 

That night, as I dragged into bed, I 
was too tired to sleep. My mind kept 
whirling through the day’s activities. 
In mind’s eye I saw the activity-strained 
faces of my husband and my children. 
The thought of them made me, sad. I 
wasn’t as close to them as I meant to be. 
Our family life wasn’t as satisfying as 


it should be either. I turned to God and, 


prayed: “Dear Father, I am afraid. 
Show me the way to make our life to- 
gether more like a Christian family’s 
life should be.” 

And, as if in immediate answer to my 
prayer, I thought of one of the verses 
Louise had. recited to me that very eve- 
ning. It was from 1 Peter 3:13, “And 
who is he that will harm you, if ye be 
followers of that which is good?” 

I felt consoled as I repeated that 
verse, as I was when I thought of still 
another of Louise’s memory verses, the 
one from Proverbs 1:33; “Whoso heark- 
eneth unto me shall dwell safely, and 
shall be quiet from fear of evil.” 

That was it! I thought. We were not 
listening to the’ Lord enough. There 
was no reason why we couldn't lead 
busy lives without tearing ourselves 
apart—if we were guided by the Lord’s 
plan. 

After the children left for school the 
next morning, I confided to my hus- 
band: “We're all getting busier and 
busier as time goes on. We've got to 
take the pressure off some place. The 
pace is telling on all of us.” 

“I know,” he nodded in agreement. 
“I’ve thought about what hectic days 
we have. Racing around the way we do 
kind of takes the pleasure out of every- 
day living. Still, lifé is so full, and 
wonderful, and exciting. It’d be too 
bad to miss any of the things we enjoy.” 

“I’ve thought about giving up activi- 
ties,” I said. “But there’s the problem 
of which ones. Everything we do we 
consider essential.” 

‘ “So?” 

“So, I think the solution to our prob- 
lem lies in how we go about these activ- 
ities. We need God with us.” 

Bill looked shocked. “Are you im- 
plying that we do not try to lead good, 
Christian lives?” 

“No,” I answered. “I mean we do not 
apply Christian principles enough.” 

And that was the beginning of a new 


era in our household. We started with . 


a different observance of Sunday after- 
noon. Instead of the committee reports 
I once let go until then, I planned fam- 
ily activities . . . walks through our 
timber identifying wild flowers and 
rocks and birds, quiet family conversa- 
tional groups in the dining room with 
light refreshments to augment them, 
calling: on the ill and the aged. Sunday 
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gradually became a day of rest—a day 
that was different. 

Another way we brought God close 
into our family circle was by taking 
time with the children at bedtime. We 
discarded the hurried, “Don’t forget to 
say your prayers, dear.” Instead we 
made it a habit to pray with the chil- 
dren. And this change brought about 
better relationships. We began to feel 
a closer family unity because, when the 
children were relaxed and time ‘was not 
pressing on us or on them, they felt like 
talking. At these times, confidences 
were given and the day’s happenings 
recalled in detail. The children sought 
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our counsel more than they ever had. 
And with confidences augmented by 
prayers, children and parents draw very 
close together. And the closer the hap- 
pier. 

Our everyday life is still full of bus- 
tling activity. We like it that way, es- 
pecially since we have learned to share 
ourselves with God, and live according 
to His precepts. We are busy, but not 
breathless. Our activities do not sepa- 
rate us from one another; rather they 
help unite us. We learned that, by tak- 
ing time for Him, there is more time for 
us to live abundantly. 

Miian, ILL. 


What a Boys Class Learned From a Missionary 


When God saw fit to take her to be with Him 


MISSIONARY friend had returned 

from her field, where she had 
served for many years, after she had 
received the sad news that her physi- 
cal condition was such that, in a short 
time, she would probably go Home to 
be with her Lord. 

I told my Sunday school class of boys 
about her and immediately they asked 
if there was anything they could do to 
help her. When I told them that there 
would be large sums of money needed 
for nurses, medicine, doctors, and hos- 
pitals, with one accord they offered to 
give her part of their weekly allow- 
ances; and from then on, each Sunday, 
they brought their contributions for 
“the sick lady,” as they chose to call 
her, placing their gifts on the table as 
they entered the room. Sometimes 
their contributions would be so large 
that I was a bit disturbed, and, when 
I asked one boy if his mother was will- 
ing for him to give so much toward the 
gifts for our friend, he said: “I don’t 
know. She may think it’s too much.” 
But when I suggested that he keep part 
of it, at least until the following Sun- 
day, he replied, “Let’s wait, and I'll see 
what Mother says.” His face was ra- 
diant the next Sunday as he announced 
that she did not object. 

In order to help, some of the boys 
made real sacrifices. One member of 
the class, looking through an old family 
Bible, found a dollar bill tucked away 
between the leaves. His mother thought 
his grandmother, who had died recently, 
had probably placed it there. When he 
laughingly asked the old, familiar, chil- 
dren’s question, “Finders keepers?” she 
said he might have it. Then there was 
a battle within this boy’s heart, as he 
faced a problem. “I want an airplane, 
but I don’t need it as much as the sick 
lady needs money,” and the following 
Sunday he laid, not just one tenth but 
ten tenths on the table. The Lord took 
note of that, as He did of the widow 
when she cast “her all” into the treasury 
of the Temple. 

Often as they came into class, the 
boys’ first question would be, “Did we 
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get a letter from the sick lady this 
week?” And how they beamed when 
I could produce a letter, each one con- 
taining just the message that these lads 
needed. Once when we had mailed 
$10 to her, we received a reply that 
pleased the class greatly. She wrote, 
“As I lay praying for $20 to meet this 
week’s medical bills, . the postman 
brought two letters, yours containing $10 
and another one like it. How good God 
is to care for me in this way!” Some- 
times she enclosed interesting snapshots 
of children on the missign field—one 
that the boys particularly enjoyed was 
that of a young convert using a bow 
and arrow. . 

Some of the mothers have told me 
that blessing has come in the homes at 
the time of family worship, as the son 
in the family, who is a member of our 
class, has prayed for “the sick lady.” 
There was always prayer by each mem- 
ber of the class during our worship 
period; and I was especially dnxious 
to let them know that God might be 
planning to take our friend to be with 
Him, and that our prayer should be, 
not for complete restoration to health, 
for we must leave that matter for God 
to decide, but we could ask Him for the 
minimum of pain for her, as well as 
freedom from worry concerning fi- 
nances. This matter must be made plain, 
lest they question God’s willingness to 
answer their prayers when our friend 
went Home. They understood, and 
often added to their plea for physical 
improvement, “if it be Thy will.” In 
this way the boys were not puzzled 
when the news of her Home-going ar- 
rived. 

When we received the sad news, there 
was $10 in our missionary fund for her, 
so I asked the boys what we should do 
with it. “Let’s send it to her husband 
to do with it whatever he wishes to do,” 
one suggested, and they all agreed. 
Soon a letter arrived from him explain- 
ing that he had used the money as part 
payment for a marker for her grave— 
something enduring—and the boys were 
satisfied. 
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But they had another lesson to learn 


about prayer. “How do you pray when 
someone has gone to Heaven?” they 
asked. Then there was the opportunity 
to tell them that the sick lady’s troubles 
were over, for Revelation 21:4 says, 
“And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shal] be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed away.” 
Now we must concentrate on thanks- 
giving for a life as eager to be of service 
for God as hers was; but we must also 
not forget to ask God to comfort her 
loved ones, who will be very lonely 
without her. 

This experience was fine for these 
boys, as it gave them, during their form- 
ative years, an interest in missions. 
It also impressed on them the joy that 
comes to us all, even young boys, when 
we are willing to make sacrifices to aid 


the Lord’s servants who need help. 


There was also another lesson to be 
learned during these months. When 
life is difficult and burdens oppress, it 
is easy to complain; but worth-while 
things may be accomplished even when 
one is unable to be up and out in the 
world’s activities. Paul, thrown into 
prison, enduring the indignities of a 
common criminal, did not spend his 
time in idleness, bewailing his lot, but 
was busy under the dictation of the 
Holy Spirit writing his Epistles without 
which we would be poor indeed. And 
our missionary friend, instead of say- 
ing, “I can do nothing more,” was eager 
to be busy as long as strength was given 
to her, so during those last days of her 
life, much of it spent in bed, she con- 
tinued her ministry of writing, produc- 
ing an almost unbelievable amount of 
work—three books which will bless, 
not only this generation, but those to 
follow. The boys realized that she 
need “not be ashamed before him at 
his coming” (1 John 2:28). In times of 
trial, these boys will remember what 
they learned from this contact with 
one of the Lord’s precious saints. 


CARLSBAD, CALIF. 
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Scripture Art Calendars 
for 1959 


TTRACTIVE apd useful in the 
home as well” as in the Sunday 
school classroom, Scripture Art Calen- 
dars have long been used as beautiful 
reminders of the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson titles and Scrip- 
ture references for each Sunday of the 
year. 

The 1959 calendar is now ready for 
mailing. Like earlier editions, it is a 
wall calendar measuring 10 by 16 inches 
with a metal binding and cord for hang- 
ing at the top. On the cover is a 9 by 
13 inch full-color reproduction of An- 
derson’s painting, “Christ and the Chil- 
dren.” Each of the twelve inside pages, 
in addition to the calendar for the 
month shown in large easy-to-read 
numerals, displays an 8% by 4% full- 

(Continued on page 807) 
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LESSON 7. NOVEMBER 16. 


JESUS’ HEALING MINISTRY 


Matthew 8:1-17; Mark 1:29-34a; printed text, Matthew 8:5-17 


Golden Text.—And Jesus Went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.—Matt. 9:35 


THE KinGc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 8:5 And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, 
there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, 

6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the 
palsy, grievously tormented. 

7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. 

8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy 
that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the' word 
only, and my servant shall be healed. 

9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under 
me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, 
Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he 
doeth it: 

10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them 
that followed, Verily. I say unto you, I have not found so 


12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into 
outer darkness: there shall. be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 

13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as 
thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant 
was healed in the selfsame hour. . 

14 And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw his 
wife’s mother laid, and sick of a fever. 

15 And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: .and 
she arose, and ministered unto them. 

16 When the even was come, they brought unto him many 
that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits 
with his word, and healed all that were sick: 

17 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias 
the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare 





great faith, no, not in Israel. 


our sicknesses. 


11 And I say unto you, That many shall come from the 


east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, 


and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson * 


r ‘cic: Lord Jesus is the Great Physi- 
cian. He restores souls that are 
wounded by sin. And He heals 

bodies afflicted by illness. 


The miracles of healing He performed 
reveal His divine identity, exhibit His 
mighty power, and demonstrate His 
compassionate love. 


Christ was anointed as King at His 
baptism. He announced His royal plat- 
form in the Sermon on the Mount. Now 
He presents His credentials as the sov- 
ereign ruler over demons and disease. 
No diabolical force could oppose His 
command; He drove out evil spirits 
with a word. Suffering and sickness 
yielded to His ‘will. Every miracle 
proved beyond a doubt that the King 
was indeed the Son of God. 


But ‘more, the series of astounding 
acts showed that Christ’s power was 
absolute. Even foul and loathsome lep- 
rosy, one of the most hideous and dis- 
gusting forms of disease, was cleansed 
when the Master spoke. Even the dis- 
tance that separated the Saviour from 
the afflicted centurion’s servant was 
conquered by the omnipotent voice of 
the Lord. 


The miracles, moreover, have a mes- 
Sage of tenderness and cheer for God’s 
people. They proclaim the love of the 
Saviour for those in need. He,entered 
into the plight of those He helped. The 
Bible does not teach that divine healing 
is in the atonement wrought by Christ. 
His miracles were not a_ theological 
necessity, but the result of His grace 
and mercy. He is deeply and personally 
concerned about the trials of His own. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
ible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education. 
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Verse by Verse 

Matt. 8:5.—*. when Jesus was 
entered into Capernaum, ...a centu- 
rion, beseeching him .. .” Our Lord’s 
Galilean ministry continues. Caper- 
naum, on the northwest shore of the 
Sea of Galilee, was the home of Simon 
and Andrew. The centurion (Roman 
captain over 100 men) was highly es- 
teemed: (Luke 7:4, 5). 

Verse, 6.—“. . . saying, Lord, my serv- 
ant lieth ... sick of the palsy, grievously 
tormented.” The servant (“son,” Greek) 
was beloved by his master (Luke 7:2). 
He was a “paralytic” (literally); the 
word is related to the verb paraluo, 
“dissolve.” His body did not function 
properly. His case was unusually se- 
vere. 

Verse 7.—“Jesus saith ...I will come 
and heal him.” This implies desire, 
decision, and ability to heal, even 
though the victim was in a sorry plight. 

Verse 8—‘“The centurion answered 
... Lord, I am not worthy ... but speak 
the word only, and my servant shall be 
healed.” Speak “by a word” (literally). 
The officer recognized Christ’s sover- 
eignty and his own relative unworth- 
iness. He regarded the Saviour as no 
mere wonder-worker who had person- 
ally to touch a sufferer, but as one whose 
spoken word sufficed. He .revealed his 
sublime faith in the Lord’s power. 

Verse 9.—“I am a man under author- 
ity, having soldiers under me: ...I 
say ... Go, and he goeth . . . Come, and 
he cometh ...” The captain understood 
the principle of delegated authority. 
His reasoning was as follows: If he, a 








Dr. Woodbridge has pares printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies of all the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If interested, write for 
a descriptive folder to Dr. C. J. Woodbridge, 
P.O. Box 55, Altadena, Calif. 


mere soldier, was granted, and exer- 
cised, unquestioned authority in mili- 
tary affairs, how much more could the 
Lord, whose authority was of God, com- 
mand in the area of physical disability 
and expect obedience. 


. Verse 10.—“. . . Jesus . . . marvelled, 
and said ...I have not found so great 
faith ... in Israel.” Our Lord’s wonder 


was occasioned not by surprise, but by 
the lofty nature of the centurion’s faith. 
The soldier was doubtless a Gentile. He 
did not have the religious advantages 
of the Jews. Yet he exhibited a sheer 
faith—a reliance upon Christ’s word and 
power—which transcended the Jews’ de- 
mands that their Messiah come in per- 
son and touch those He would heal. 

Verse 11.—“. . . many shall come from 
the east and west, and shall sit down 
with Abraham . .. in the kingdom of 
heaven.” To “sit down” is to recline, 
as at a banquet. “East and west” im- 
plies nations everywhere (see Luke 13: 
29). The centurion is seen as the first 
fruits of a Gentile harvest. Simeon 
had declared that Christ’s advent would 
“lighten ‘the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32; cf. 
Matt. 3:9). Calvary would break down 
the “middle wall of partition”: between 
Gentiles and Jews (Eph. 2:14). The 
joys of the divine kingdom would not 
be limited to one nation, but would be 
shared by all who possessed true faith. 


Verse 12.—“The children of the king- 
dom shall be cast out into outer dark- 
ness ... weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
The Hebrew nation, rejecting their Mes- 
siah (John 1:11), will be relegated to 
the utter blackness outside the King’s 
illuminated banqueting hall. “The” is 
inserted (Greek) before “weeping” and 
“gnashing” (six times the combination 
occurs in Matthew); the agony of judg- 
ment for spurning Christ will be 
pointed and excruciating. 
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Lesson for November 16 


Verse 13.—‘“Jesus said . . . Go thy 
way ... as thou hast believed, so be it 
done ... his servant. was healed in the 
selfsame hour.” The sublimity of a 
noble faith is rewarded. The words 
reveal our Lord’s divine assurance, con- 
descending grace, and amazing power. 

Verse 14.—“When Jesus was come into 
Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s mother 
laid, and sick ...” The scene is still in 
Capernaum. Dr. Luke tells us that the 
fever was “great” (Luke 4:38). Peter 
was obviously married (cf. 1 Cor. 9:5). 
If he actually became pope of Rome, 
which of course he did not, why do so 
many advocate the celibacy of the 
clergy? 

Verse 15.—“He touched her hand... 
the fever left her . . . she arose, and 
ministered unto them.” Christ is Lord 
over disease and death. Whether by 
word or touch His power to heal is 
complete. The mother-in-law’s minis- 
tering (serving) indicates the swift and 
complete nature of the miracle (it left 
no exhaustion or debilitation). And it 
shows the woman’s character; her im- 
mediate concern was not her own phys- 
ical condition but the needs of her 
guests. 

Verse 16.—“When the even was come, 
they brought unto him many possessed 
with devils . .. he cast out the spirits 

. healed all that were sick.” The 
“evén” was chosen because of the cool- 
ness and convenience of the hour; but 
also because then the sabbath was 
ended (cf. Mark 1:21, 29; John 5:10). 
Demon-possession could be cured only 
by one whose authority exceeded the 
Devil’s. Note again the Saviour’s power 
and love. 

Verse 17.—“That it might be fulfilled 

‘ Himself took our infirmities, and 
bare our sicknesses.” The quotation is 
from Isaiah 53:4. Matthew is not teach- 
ing the doctrine that physical healing 
is in Christ’s atonement for sin, but 
that the Saviour “took” and bore hu- 
man suffering as He healed the suf- 
ferers. He suffered with their pain. 
Virtue went from Him as He healed 
(Luke 8:46). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Three important truths stand out in 
sharp relief in this lesson. 

First, our Lord’s miraculous acts were 
not coincidental. They were an eternal 
aspect of His: career on earth. The 
Prophet Isaiah, writing in the eighth 
century before Christ, predicted that 
the coming Messiah would have a min- 
istry of physical healing. Man’s in- 
firmities and sicknesses would arouse 
His compassion and evoke His aid (study 
Matt. 8:17 and Luke 4:17, 18). 

Secondly, the particular miracles de- 
scribed in the passage are all unusual. 
They reveal the many-sidedness of the 
Saviour’s interest and helpfulness. 

To begin with, a leper crosses the 
Stage. So horrible was this disease 
that the wretch was doomed to cry 
out, “Unclean,” and thus proclaim. his 
heart-rending plight. Whoever touched 
him was contaminated. Yet then the 
Lord made contact with the poor crea- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


6. November 9.—Jesus Describes 
Discipleship. ...............----- Matthew 5 to 7 


Next Week’s Lesson 


8. November 23.—Jesus Arouses 
Opposition. -.................Mark 2:1 to 3:6 








ture He was not polluted. Instead phys- 
ical health streamed into the leper’s de- 
bilitated body. 

Then a Gentile appealed to Christ for 
aid. Some opinionated Hebrews might 
have regarded the centurion as nation- 
ally without the pale. Yet our Lord’s 
love reached beyond ethnic barriers 
and the servant was healed. 

And Peter’s mother-in-law! Who 
would have dreamed that the Messiah 
would stoop to meet the physical needs 
of a feverish woman? Yet that is ex- 
actly what He did. 

Finally, “all that were sick” (Matt. 
8:16) crowded the entrance of Simon’s 
Capernaum home. Would the Lord 
Jesus turn the motley host away? 
Never! He lovingly stretched forth His 
hand to heal. 

Sum it up. Divine power and love 
will descend to the depths to succor 
those in need, will cross national fron- 
tiers, disregard privileges reserved for 
one sex, and eliminate man-made dis- 
tinctions of caste or condition when 
affliction knocks at the Saviour’s door. 

Third, the condition, of healing is 
faith. The leper believed that Christ 
could heal; and he hoped that He would 
(Matt. 8:2). The centurion was con- 
fident that the Lord’s word, even though 
spoken from afar, would be effective 
(Matt. 8:8). Such vital and assured 
trust was swiftly and beneficently re- 
warded. 

Topics for Development 

Christ’s Healing. Thank God for the 
Saviour’s gentle healing touch. What 
peace it brings to remember that His 
love and power have never changed! 
As He healed years ago, so He can to- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


OW did our Lord cleanse the leper? 
2. To whom was the leper to show 
himself after the miracle? 

3. What prerequisite to healing did 
both the leper and the centurion pos- 
sess? 

4. In what respect did the centurion 
compare himself with Christ? 

5. Why did the Saviour marvel at his 
words? 

6. Whence will people come to sit 
with Abraham in the Kingdom of 
Heaven? 

7. How do you know that Simon Peter 
was married? 

8. What verses in our lesson show 
that Christ’s healing was immediate and 
complete? 

9. How did the Lord cast out demons? 

10. Who prophesiéd that the Messiah 
would “bare our sicknesses”? 


(Answers on page 805) 
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day. But be careful not to make of His 
merciful interventions a hard, theologi- 
cal tenet! Do not base His healing 
upon the atonement of Calvary. 

On the cross the Lord Jesus was 
“wounded for our transgressions” and 
“died for our sins” (Isa. 53:5; 1 Cor. 15: 
3), but not for our physical health. 
Many of the dearest saints of God have 
suffered severely. To insist that the 
blood of the Cross will keep us well if 
our faith is adequate is dangerous. 

Proof texts advanced for this false 


view are “... he hath borne our griefs” 
(Isa. 53:4) and “. . . with his stripes we 
are healed” (Isa. 53:5). But the first 


of these passages was fulfilled beforé 
Christ’s atoning death: He was bearing 
“our sicknesses” in His healing min- 
istry on earth (Matt. 8:17). And the 
second passage applies to our spiritual, 
not physical, restoration. The “healing 
stripes” relate to the Saviour’s bearing 
not our illnesses but “our sins in his 
own body on the tree” (1 Pet. 2:24). 


Demon Possession. Evil spirits are 
real. Emissaries of Satan, they obey 
his will. Critics claim that this is not 
true, that demons do not exist; that the 
Biblical writers used the words, “evil 
spirit,” as a literary concession to the 
superstitious views of their readers; and 
that their references were simply to 
the unfortunate results of disease, which 
seemed to have been brought about by 
wicked forces. 

The difficulty with this view is that 
the evil spirits, according to the Gospel 
writers, actually spoke (Matt. 8:29); 
they had extraordinary insight (Mark 
1:24); and they even entered into swine 
(Matt. 8:32), with devastating results. 

Our Lord was able to exorcise demons 
because He is forever the omnipotent 
Son of God. As He defeated the Devil 
in His temptations, and will bind him 
some day for a thousand years (Rev. 
20:2), so He banished his wicked agents 
at a word. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The prophecy concerning healing 
(Matt. 8:17) 

2. The variety of cases (vv. 2, 6, 14, 16) 

3. The condition of healing: faith (vv. 
2, 8) 

4. The immediacy of healing (vv. 3, 13) 


Practical Applications 

Is your faith in Christ an absolute 
trust that your times are in His loving 
hands, that even a sparrow is in His 
tender care, and that while He is able 
to heal, whatever He decides for you 
is for your best? : 

Do you care enough about the in- 
firmities and troubles of others to bring 
them to the Lord in persistent prayer? 

There are moral as well as physical 
lepers. Do you ever regard men as 
spiritual pariahs beyond the hope of 
salvation? The Saviour who cured lep- 
rosy can save “to the uttermost” (Heb. 
7: 25). 

Are you concerned about getting the 
Gospel to men? Excellent! But do 
not neglect their bodies. Medical mis- 
sionaries may be wonderful ambassa- 
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dors for Christ. Genuine, helpful in- 
terest in the physical needs of others 
often paves the way for effective Gos- 
pel testimony. 

Have you recently contributed to the 
work of missions among lepers? 


Golden Text 
Matt. 9:35—“. . . Jesus went about 
. teaching . . . and preaching ... 


and healing every sickness and every 
disease among the people.” This is a 
summary of Christ’s prophetic ministry. 
He taught that people might under- 
stand, preached that people might turn 
to God, and healed. that people might 
appreciate His gracious concern for 
their needs. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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The Busy Men‘s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


N CHAPTERS 8 and 9, Matthew re- 

cords ten incidents that demon- 
strated our Lord’s divine power over all 
evils. 

In the 35th chapter of Isaiah—and in 
other portions of the Old Testament— 
there are predictions that the Messiah 
would perform miracles in the estab- 
lishing of His earthly Kingdom. There- 
fore, the miracles wrought by the Lord 
Jesus served as His credentials to Israel. 

Miracles, signs, and wonders were 
also the credentials of those who 
preached the Gospel of the Kingdom 
(Matt. 10: 1-8). 

Ever since I was a lad attending 
Sunday school in Chicago, I have liked 
Sir Robert Anderson’s answer to all who 
insist that miracles are impossible be- 
cause they are against nature. He said: 

“Here is a stone upon the road. In 
obedience to unchanging law it lies 
there inert and tends to sink into the 
ground. Were it to rise from the earth 
and fly upward toward the sky, it 
would, you say, be indeed a miracle. 
But this you know is absolutely impos- 
sible. Impossible! A rude boy who 
comes along snatches it and flings it 
into the air. This mischievous urchin 
has thus achieved what you declared to 
be impossible! ‘But,’ you exclaim, ‘this 
is mere trifling, we saw the boy throw 
it up!’ Is it by. our senses, then, that 
the limits of possibility are to be fixed? 
This is materialism with a vengeance! 

“Suppose the boy himself should fall 


over a precipice, and you grabbed him . 


and drew him up again to safety, would 
this be a violation of the law of gravita- 
tion? Why, then, should it be such if 
his rescue were achieved by some un- 
seen hand? A miracle it would be, no 
doubt, but not ‘a violation of the laws 
of nature.’ As Dean Mansel expresses 
it, a miracle is merely ‘the introduction 
of a new agent, possessing new powers, 
and therefore not included under the 
rules generalized from'a previous ex- 
perience’” (“The Silence of God,” 
Kregel Pub., 525 Eastern Ave. SE, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50). 


“... there came unto him a centurion, 
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beseeching him” (Matt. 8:5).—“Those 
who think that Matthew and Luke give 
different narratives are led into a mis- 
take by a mere trifle,” says John Calvin. 
“The only difference in the words is 
that Matthew says that the centurion 
came to Him, while Luke says that he 
sent some of the Jews to plead in his 
name. But there is no impropriety in 
Matthew’s saying that the centurion did 
what was done in his name at his re- 
quest.” 

“. . Lord, I am not worthy . .‘.” 
(Matt. 8:8)—The person with “great 
faith” (v. 10) makes nothing of himself, 
but everything of the Lord Jesus; 
whereas the persons of “little faith” 
(v. 26) make much of “us” and “we” 
(v. 25), and seem to forget the greatness 
of the Lord. 

This was genuine, not mock humility, 
on the part of this Gentile officer. He 
was under the authority of the Roman 
Empire, holding what would correspond 
to that of a noncommissioned officer 
today, I understand. But he was given 
authority to such an extent that he 
could command immediate obedience 
from every soldier under him to whom 
he said, “Go,” or “Come,” or “Do this.” 

He implicitly believed that the Lord 
Jesus Christ had supreme power over 
all things, and if He said “Go” to palsy, 
it would have to go from his dear serv- 
ant. And that is exactly what hap- 
pened. 

Wordsworth once wrote, “Wisdom is 
ofttimes nearer when we stoop than 
when we soar.” 


“. . . Himself took our infirmities, and 
bare our sicknesses” (Matt. 8:17).—It 
was my privilege and joy to point a 
fine young man to the Lord, who after- 
ward was gassed while in the country’s 
service. 

He fell into the hands of some dear 
folks who make an erroneous applica- 
tion of this passage of Holy Writ. They 
claim that it means that Christ on the 
cross bore our sicknesses, therefore the 
believer ought never to be ill. He em- 
braced the theory. He said all sickness 
was of the Devil. 

I reminded him of the Lord’s own 
words, that the sick need a physician 
(Luke 5:31). I told him of Paul’s thorn 
in the flesh (2 Cor. 12:7); and of the 
almost fatal illness of Epaphroditus 
(Phil. 2:27); also of godly Timothy’s 
weak stomach and “often infirmities” 
(1 Tim. 5:23); and of the fact that Paul 
had to leave a valuable fellow worker 
at Miletum because he was sick (2 Tim. 
4:20). : 

Nevertheless he boldly “claimed heal- 
ing.” ‘One day while driving his car, a 
strange feeling came over him. He 
drove to the curb, stepped out of the 
car, and dropped dead. 

This passage—Matthew 8:17—teaches 
that Isaiah 53:4 was fulfilled in Christ’s 
healing ministry throughout the three 
years before going to the cross. He en- 
tered in the fullest way into the sorrows. 
of those He healed by bearing them in 
His spirit and heart. But on the cross 
He died for our sins. 


Wawona, Cau. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuccEsTeD HYMNS 


“Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” 
“The Great Physician Now Is Near” 
“OQ Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” - 

A. Prayer Before the Lesson.— 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for the 
wholesome and healing influences of the 
Gospel taught and practiced by Christ- 
filled folk. Forgive us the narrow and 
selfish outlook we have often had and 
let our Lord’s loving compassion dwell 
richly in us. Where people live with- 
out the light and healing of the Gospel 
send Thy messengers with help for both 
soul and body. Guide each young 
Christian into Thy plan and purpose 
and may we all find our delight in 
walking lowly paths of Christlike serv- 
ice. Hear us for the many who are 
afflicted in body or mind and all who 
carry burdens too great for them. Re- 
lieve and support them, comfort and 
guide’ them. Let Thy saving help come 
to the lost and ‘perishing of earth and 
use Thy Word to reach many such this 
very day, for Christ our Saviour’s sake. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—I know a winsome 
medical missionary who has made the 
Golden Text of this lesson his life text: 
“And Jesus went about... teaching... 
preaching . . . and healing every sick- 
ness and evé¥y disease among the peo- 
ple.” Teaching, preaching, and healing 
are the activities of that Christian doc- 
tor, and he does it in the spirit of his 
Lord and Saviour. 

People were amazed at the healing 
power of Christ,;but no less amazing 
was the compassionate love behind it. 


A CHRISTLIK 


God does not give us the miracle-work- 
ing power He gave His Son, but His 
guidance and blessing have brought thé 
marvelous advance of medical science 
and its power to heal. And behind all 
natural healing lies God’s power. But 
to practice the healing art in heathen 
lands requires Christlike compassion, 
for sick people in those areas can be 
very repelling to sight and smell. More- 
over, financial and other sacrifices/ must 
be made such as only Christlike love 
will make. 

But medical missions open many 
hearts to the Gospel and today there 
are many doors open to such as will 
serve both ‘soul and body in the dark 
places of the earth. Ask God to lead 
many Christian nurses and doctors to 
these lands. If you are young and 
suited to such work, ask God to show 
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you if He has a place for you in medi- 
cal missions. Christlike compassion sent 
Livingstone to Africa and Grenfell to 
Labrador and it could send you-+God 
knows where. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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"Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


US said, “I have not found so great 

faith, no, not in Israel.” He was 
referring to the centurion who had 
asked him to heal his servant, sick of 
the palsy. Jesus said, “I will come and 
heal him,” but the centurion had such 
great reverence for Jesus that he said, 
“Lord, I am not worthy that thou 
shouldest come under my roof: but 
speak the word only, and my servant 
shall be healed. For I am a man under 
authority, having soldiers under me: 
and I say to this man, Go, amd he goeth; 
and to another, Come, and he cometh; 
and to my servant, Do this, and he 
doeth it.” He was ascribing to Jesus 
the authority and the greater (the su- 
pernatural) power to command a deadly 
disease at a distance, “sight unseen.” 
It did require great faith on the part of 
the centurion, and Jesus rewarded it 
by instantly healing the servant—at 
“long distance.” 

Others had faith enough to believe 
that Jesus could heal the sick who were 
in His presence, where He could touch 
them or they could hear His voice, but 
it remained for the centurion to believe 
that He could heal by “remote control.” 
Fellows, this has a tremendous bear- 
ing upon prayer at the present time 
(which is the only time we have for it). 
We cannot see Jesus with our physical 
eyes, nor hear His voice with our phys- 
ical ears; but in a very real sense He 
is present and ready to listen to our 
requests. Perhaps the object of our 
prayer is in a distant state. Have we 
the faith to believe our Lord can reach 
through space and touch that person 
and work a miracle? Why shouldn't 
we have it? He does far more wender- 
ful things than that. I remember away 
back in the 19th century when all the 
world was amazed by the report that 
Marconi had lighted an electric bulb 
20 miles away by wireless. Many re- 
garded it as a miracle. But just look 
at what is being done now in the ether. 
You can sit on the Atlantic coast and 
watch the Giants play ball in San 
Francisco—and you can hear the crack 
of the bat as it strikes the ball. 

Rocket missiles can be launched ifto 
Space to encircle the earth for months 
at over 18,000 m:p.h. The tiny atom has 
been called out to empty its mighty 
power and destroy cities. The Nautilus 
submerges at Pearl Harbor and, after 
surfacing off the coast of Alaska to get 
its bearings, with’ nonchalance dives 
beneath the ice cap of the arctic, includ- 
ing the north pole, to surface six days 
later in the Atlantic Ocean. 

I heard a scientist say on the radio 
last night that within a few years auto- 
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mobiles will be powered by nuclear 
fission and will not have to be steered, 
but the “driver” will just touch a but- 
ton marked with his destination and go 
to sleep if he feels inclined; that 
routes and lanes will be so charted and 
electronically regulated that no car can 
make contact with another. That sounds 
foolish to me; but many will believe it, 
because we have come to the age where 
“all things are possible with men.” 
“Man’s ingenuity knows no bounds.” 
Now is it not strange that we do not 
realize that, beginning back at least six 
thousand years ago “with God all things 
are possible.” Man is not the source 
of the marvelous developments that are 
taking place. God is the source. He 
created the elements that are used; He 
created man himself and gave him an 
intellect—and now permits him to ex- 
plore and occupy. 

Let us at least be intelligent enough 
to know that He who created the uni- 
verse and supervises its activities, ani- 
mate and inanimate, moment by mo- 
ment, is perfectly able to do more than 
we can ask or think—smart as we are. 

Jesus, who created the mountains and 
the seas, says: “For verily I say unto 
you, That whosoever shall say unto this 
mountain, Be thou removed, and be 
thou cast into the sea; and shall not 
doubt iin his heart; but shall believe 
that those things which he saith shall 
come to pass; he shall have whatsoever 
he saith” (Mark 11:23). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


BY 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


FEW days ago a Christian worker 

told me that a boy in her Primary 
class accepted Christ last summer after 
reading the book, “Stories I Can Read 
Myself About the Lord Jesus.” This 
boy’s parents were not interested in 
the things of the Lord but let him come 
to Vacation Bible School when they 
were told that it would help him in 
reading. It did do that, for he was 
able to read the whole book when he 
took it home. But he was also intro- 
duced to the Saviour, which was far 
more important. One of the main rea- 
sons I am eager to have you girls learn 
to teach reading from a book like this, 
is that it will give you an opportunity 
to lead children to Christ. 

Those of you who are doing this will 
give your sixth lesson this week. This 
time teach your pupil the new words 
“Peter,” and “called.” Remind him that 
“called” starts with the sound of c 
which you taught him last week. This 
will help him not to confuse “called” 
and “Peter.” ’ 

In preparation for this lesson,’ print 
*several columns of the words you will 
have taught by the end of the period. 
Select the newest words for your list, 
as he will need most to be drilled on 
those. Before he goes home, let him 
circle each word with a different color, 
ie., Jesus—red, heaven—blue, star—yel- 
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low, they—purple, Peter—green, called— 
orange. 

This time have your pupil reread 
Stories 1, 2, and 3. Review the three 
memory verses, see that the first three 
drawings are completed, and then let 
him make the stand-up picture of the 
four fishermen in the center of the 
book. 

This morning we are going to read of 
two men who had faith in our Saviour’s 
power to heal. The’ first man needed 
healing for himself, the second man 
wanted his servant made well. 

Our last lesson was on the first part of 
the Sermon on the Mount. When that 
sermon was finished Jesus came down 
from the mountainside, followed by 
multitudes of people. Read Matthew 
8:1-4. What did the leper say when 
he came to Jesus? (“Lord, if thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean.”) There 
was no cure known for leprosy, so the 
man’s case was hopeless apart from 
Christ. How do you suppose he knew 
that Jesus could cure leprosy? (Maybe 
he had heard of other miracles Jesus 
had done.) Most likely he had. Any- 
way he was certain that Jesus could 
heal him. What was he doubtful about? 
(Whether or not Jesus would be willing 
to heal him.) The Lord Jesus reached 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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out and touched him, which set that 
doubt at rest. No one else would 
have dared to do this for fear of his 
leprosy. When Jesus graciously touched 
him, he was healed immediately. 

Now let us read verses 5-13. Jesus 
said that this Roman army officer 
showed more faith than any of the 
Israelites. The centurion showed his 
faith in two ways. It was faith that 
made him appreciate the greatness of 
the Saviour so that he said, “Lord, I 
am not worthy that thou shouldest come 
under my roof.” When he added that 
he knew Jesus could heal his servant 
without even seeing him, it. showed 
that he believed Jesus was divine. No 
merely human physician could do that. 
The centurion believed that, just as his 
soldiers obeyed him, coming and going 
as he commanded, so the sickness which 
tormented his servant would leave at 
the command of Jesus. Was he right? 
Indeed he was! His servant was healed 
at that very hour! 

Verses 14 and 15 tell how the Lord 
Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law. 
How does this prove that the Apostle 
Peter was married? (He could not have 
had a mother-in-law if he had not 
been.) True. I want you to remember 
that. I have met Roman Catholics who 
said that Peter was the first Pope, and 
who would not believe that he ever was 
married. 

Do you see how perfectly the Lord 
Jesus made people well? As soon as 
Peter’s mother-in-law was cured, she 
was able to get up and minister to them. 
No doubt’she helped prepare the eve- 
ning meal. 

The news of these miraculous heal- 
ings spread so that that evening many 
people brought their sick friends to 
Jesus. And he made them all well, 
whether they had physical ailments or 
were demon possessed. 

The leper found that Jesus was not 
only able but willing to heal him. The 
centurion proved that Jesus could com- 
mand sickness to depart just as easily 
as he could command a soldier to leave. 

Peter’s mother-in-law and many 
others in Capernaum found that no mat- 
ter what their trouble was, Jesus could 
heal them. He still can. Our Saviour 
is able and willing to care for our every 
need. How wonderful to belong to Him! 





The book, “Stories I Can Read Myself About 
the Lord Jesus,’’ may be ordered this quarter 
for 50c from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus, the Great Physician 

(Mark 1:29-34a) 

ID you have a happy week? Why 

or why not? (Point out how the 
circumstances mentioned apply under 
the rules for happiness listed last week. 
Possibly there may be occasion to point 
out the last Beatitude, not considered 
last week [Matt. 5:10-12].) As we follow 


- merciful” (Matt. 5:7). 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


our great leader, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
think how He kept those rules. Did He 
have things and fun? But He was 
happy. Just the night before He was 
killed by His enemies, He said to Peter 
and John and the rest of us: “Peace 
{happiness} I leave with you, my peace 
[happiness] I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid” (John 14:27). 

Let us ask Mark to tell us a story 
that Peter told him about what hap- 
pened at Peter’s house’one Sabbath Day. 
Which one of thé rules for being happy 
was the Lord practicing that day? 
(Read aloud Mark 1:29-34a.) Yes, the 
Lord was being kind: “Blessed are the 
He was unself- 
ish, too: “Blessed are the meek” (v. 5). 
No doubt it would have been more com- 
fortable for Him to sit and talk with 
His friends in Peter’s house than to go 
out among all those unhappy sufferers 
who looked terrible and oftentimes 
acted terrible. There may have been 
pushing and quarreling about whose 
turn was next. But the Lord was good 
to every one of them, and sent them 
all away cured, whatever their troubles 
were. 

I am wondering if you can find hap- 
piness the same way as the Lord—by 
being kind. First, the Lord may need 
to cure you. He is the great doctor—or 
physician—not only of the body but of 
the heart. There are grumbling germs 
and sulking sickness. There are hot 
fevers of pride and temper. There are 
quarreling and lying “devils.” You just 
take your sickness or “devil” to Him, 
and let Him cure it! We could have a 
time of prayer right now, while you do 
that. That brings you to “Blessed are 
the pure in heart.” 

Now about “Blessed are the merciful” 
and “the meek.” Is there somebody 


.right in your family or nearby whom 


you can help, perhaps a grandmother 
like Peter’s wife’s mother? Maybe her 
eyes are bad and she cannot read, but 
how she would enjoy a grandchild who, 
instead of rushing off to play, would sit 
down and listen to her talk, or read to 
her on a Sunday afternoon. Perhaps 
there are games like dominoes that 
Grandfather would like to play some 
evening, but you are too busy with 
your own fun to think of giving him 
pleasure. You might be surprised how 
happy you would feel if you did these 
things. 

Then at school and on the street there 
are those children who are unfortunate 
somehow. They are homely, or queer, 
or crippled; or slow. You boys and 
girls are sometimes very cruel to the 
unlovely ones. You make fun of them 
or leave them out. But our Lord was 
not that way. Can you do something 
nice or helpful to someone like that? 
You would make two people happy, 
probably more! 
to cure him. At least you can tell him 
about Jesus who loves him and can 
make him happy. 

“And Jesus went about all the cities 
and villages . . .. healing” (Matt. 9:35, 
Memory Verse). You can go from home 


Perhaps you can help. 
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to school, to play, to church, and heal 
folks’ lonely hearts by a. smile or a 
word or a deed of kindness. And see 
how much happier you will be, too! 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all told 
this story. Move your bookmarks to 
Matthew 8:14; Mark 1:29; Luke 4:38, 


Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 ° 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
@ dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Only a Look.—And Jesus went about 
all the cities and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues, and preaching the gos- 
pel of the kingdom, and healing every 
sickness and every disease among the 
people (Matt. 9:35, Golden Text). 
Though she had been in China but a 
short time, and longed to be studying 
the language, a physician was asked to 
accompany a group of Chinese Chris- 
tians on a preaching trip. She could 
take no part in the speaking because 
of her limited knowledge of Chinese, 
but great numbers of the people came 
to her to be treated—and she gave of 
herself unstintingly in the work the 
Lord had called her to China to per- 
form. One old woman especially im- 
pressed her. She was suffering from 
an ulceration of her bound feet. The 
doctor—not realizing that it would be 
considered by the Chinese as an unusual 
thing—took the feet gently in her hands, 
cleansed the sores, and applied healing 
ointment—all the time’ with a prayer 
in her heart (but with no ability to say 
a word), that, before leaving for home, 
the patient would come to know Christ 
as her Saviour. The treatment finished, 
the doctor simply looked lovingly into 
the woman’s face and smiled. Later, 
the word came to the doctor that this 
woman, who it seemed had accepted the 
Gospel years before, but because of 
persecution had returned to idols, was 
so touched and made tender by the 
fact that she had been treated ‘with 
love and kindness, that a few days later 
she was constrained to return to fel- 
lowship with the doctor’s Saviour. It 
was only a loving look, but it reached 
the depths of the woman’s longing heart. 
In a few months; word came from the 
village in which this old Chinese woman 
lived that through her testimony four 
others in her household—her husband, 
son, and two daughters-in-law—had 
been saved, and the idols had been re- 
moved from the home. Thus will God 
use the love His followers bear toward 
one another and toward unbelievers.— 
From King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. Prize illus- 
tration. 

Not Scared.—And when Jesus was 
entered into Capernaum, there came 
unto him a centurion, beseeching him 
(Matt. 8:5). A Sunday school teacher 
told me she asked her class of seven- 
year-old boys what they knew about 
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the lesson for that Sunday. There was 
quite a lohg pause, then the most back- 
ward little boy in the class gave this 
answer: “My mother taught me some- 
thing about it, teacher, but I forget it. 
All I remember is how nice it is that 
Jesus was always helping people, and 
they were never scared to ask Him 
like you would be scared of most im- 
portant people. I’m not scared to pray 
to Him either, teacher; He’s my Sav- 
iour.”—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, 
Can. 

What Would He Answer?—And Jesus 
said unto him, I will come and heal 
him (Matt. 8:7). “I am such a helpless, 
miserable sinner; there is no hope for 
me. I have prayed and resolved and 
tried until I am sick of my unavailing 
efforts,” said a troubled soul. “Do you 
believe that Christ died for our sins 
and rose again?” was the reply. “Of 
course I do.” “If He were on earth, 
what would you do?” “I would 
go to Him at once. I would tell Him 
that I am a lost sinner. I would ask 
Him to forgive and save me.” “What 
would He answer?” At last the light 
shone into his eyes, and a smile of 
peace stole over his face as he whis- 
pered, “He would answer, ‘I will.’”— 
From Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Faith When He Let Go.—So great 
faith (Matt. 8:10). Preaching on the 
subject of faith in Christ for salvation, 
C. H. Spurgeon said to his listeners: 
Your condition is like that of a child 
in a burning house, who, having ‘es- 
caped to the edge of the window, hung 
on by the window sill. The flames 
were pouring out of the window, and 
the poor lad would soon be burned, or, 
falling, would be dashed to pieces; he 
therefore held on with the clutch of 
death. But a strong man, underneath, 
said: “Boy, drop! I'll catch you!” Now 
it was no saving faith for the boy to 
believe that the man was strong—that 
was a good help toward faith—but he 
might have known that and yet have 
perished; it was faith when the boy 
let go and dropped down into his big 
friend’s arms. You are a sinner, cling- 
ing to your own sins or to your good 
works. The Saviour cries, “Drop! Drop 
into My arms!” It is not working, it is 
trusting in that work which Jesus has 
already done. Trust, and the moment 
you trust you are saved~From “The 
Sermons of Charles Haddon Spurgeon.” 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Hell Something Like This.—There 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth 
(Matt. 8:12). In 1929, after a bitter 
legal battle, Asa Keyes, former district 
attorney of Los Angeles County, was 
convicted of bribery and conspiracy to 
obstruct the ends of justice, and sen- 
tenced to serve a term in San Quentin 
prison. When the news of Keyes’ con- 
viction and sentence reached the prison, 
it was reported that the prisoners 
“laughed long and sardonically.” The 
reason for this was that about two 
thousand men were there because he 
had prosecuted them as district attor- 
ney. The warden had to put Keyes in 


' THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


a cell separated from all other prisoners, 
not allow him to mingle with them, and 
he was taken into a separate yard for 
exercise; all this to keep the other con- 
.victs from killing him. Hell will be 
something like this,.in respect to the 
feeling of its occupants toward one 
another. Imagine, if you can, the ar- 
rival in that eternal prison house of 
some great man who, while upon earth, 
by his teachings caused hundreds of 
souls. to be sent to the same place ahead 
of himself. We do not know whether 
there will be “sardonic laughter” in hell, 
but we do know there will be “gnash- 
ing of teeth.” For this we have the 
word of the Lord—From the King’s 
Business. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 

What Is Faith?—And Jesus said unto 
the centurion, Go thy way; and as 
thou hast believed, so be it done unto 
thee. And his servant was healed in 
the selfsame hour (Matt. 8:13). John 
Wesley, it is said, was once engaged in 
a very important conference with some 
of his associates. They were discussing 
the subject of faith. No one seemed to 
be able to give a satisfactory definition. 
At last they called in a woman who 
was known to possess deep spirituality 
and strong good sense. When she was 
asked what faith is, she promptly re- 
plied, “It is taking God at His word.” 
“That will do,” said Mr. Wesley. “That 
is good enough for all of us.”—From 
United Presbyterian. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 

Give Thanks to Him.—And he cast 
out the spirits with his word, and 
healed all that were sick (Matt. 8:16). 
At the feet of a medical missionary a 
grateful father and mother knelt to 
worship her as a god, for she had re- 
stored their child to health. Hastily 
the missionary cried out to them: “We 
are not gods. Worship the true God.” 
“You must be a god,” they said. “No 
one but a god could have saved our be- 
loved child from death.” “Suppose,” 
said the missionary, “that I wished to 
bestow a valuable gift upon you and 
sent it by the hand of one of my 
coolies; whom would you thank, the 
coolie or me?” 

“We should thank you, of course; the 
coolie is your servant.” “And so I 
am God’s coolie by whose hand God 
has been pleased to send you this gift 
of healing, and it is to Him you 
must now give thanks.”—From Moody 
Monthly... Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OR almost a year, Gene has been a 

very sick boy. At first the doctors 
did not seem too concerned. Many 
others have had the same illness. How- 
ever, by the time Gene should have 
been well, he was still very ill. So 
the doctors became concerned. They 
changed his medicine. They took him 
to the hospital and tried to. find out 
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what the trouble was. There they 
found that he was even sicker than they 
had supposed and they told his parents 
that he might never get well. Imagine 


‘that! You may be sure that his mother 


and daddy really prayed for Gene. So 
did the people in his church. Finally 


requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


the doctors were surprised at how well 
Gene was getting and they said it was 
quite wonderful. A month or two later, 
however, even though Gene had been 
better, he suddenly began to get worse 
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It’s HIS Birthday, 


remember? 


* Christmas is a time to honor 
Christ. It is a time to send greet- 
ings to dear friends and to 
loved ones in a spirit of grati- 
tude for His many blessings and 
benefactions. 

Yes, Christmas is a time for 
deeply religious Christmas 
cards.And the “Sunshine Line” 
meets every need. Examine 
these beautiful cards now at 
your favorite source for reli- 
gious supplies. Make your se- 
lection among the popular box 
assortments, such as Blessed 
Christmas, Glad Tidings, 
Christmas Around the World 
and Lights o’ Christmas, priced 
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The Role of the Sunday School. By J. Edgar Hoover, Director, F.B.I. 
This reprint of Mr. Hoover’s article on the role of the Sunday school dur- 


and worse and worse. 

Then when they rushed him to the 
hospital again, they did not hold much 
hope for his getting better ever. That 
was two weeks ago. People prayed 
harder than before. Everyone wanted 
Gene to get well—if it was the Lord’s 
will, of course. 

That very night Gene’s daddy had 
Some good news: someone that Gene 
loved very much had received the Lord 
Jesus. He stooped low over his son’s 
bed and whispered, “Gene, Ricky asked 
the Lord Jesus to be his Saviour today.” 
For the first time Gene opened his sick 
eyes. Softly he spoke. “Praise the 
Lord!” That was all. But would you 
believe it? From that very . minute 
Gene began to get better. 

Today, only two weeks later, he is 
walking around the hospital! The doc- 
tors shake their heads. They know 
that they did not help Gene. They 
realize that God performed a miracle. 
Just as the Lord Jesus had healed peo- 
ple in the long ago, so He healed Gene. 

When the Lord Jesus was on earth, 
He always performed miracles for one 
purpose: so that there would be spir- 
itual results. He was not interested 
only in the physical condition of people. 
He was much more concerned about 
their spiritual condition. So it is today. 
The reason Gene is healed is so that he 
will glorify God throughout all the days 
of his life. We do not know just how 
God will use him. But we do know 
that, if Gene (who is a member of God’s 
family) will wholly follow the Lord, 
the Lord will use him in many thrilling 
ways. 

It is exciting to see miracles like this. 
But things like this happen every day. 
There are many Christians, who, like 
Gene, have been healed by the match- 
less power of the Son of God. In the 
long, long ago, however, when the Lord 
Jesus was on earth, such miracles were 
not so common—not common, that is, 
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until He began doing. His miracles. Im- 
agine the surprise of the village people, 
then, when one day the Lord Jesus went 
into the home of Simon’s wife’s mother. 
She had been sick in bed for some time, 
with a very high fever. She was very 
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- sick indeed. When one has a fever he 
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is broken. Usually the doctor will not 
let the patient get out of bed for at least 
a day or two after the fever is gone. 
And, should the patient feel especially 
good and get up, disobeying the doctor’s 
order, you may be sure that-he is 
mighty glad to get back to bed again. 
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But on that unforgettable day, the 
Lord Jesus walked to the bedside of 
Peter’s mother-in-law and lifted her up 
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Lesson for November 16 


by the hand. And that very moment her 
fever was gone. She was well! And 
it happened quicker than I can tell you 
about it. The Lord Jesus had per- 
formed a miracle. To prove how com- 
pletely she was healed, she got up and 
served supper to all that were in the 
house! 

Yes, the Lord Jesus, who is the same 
today as He was in the long ago, can 
still perform miracles. Do not get con- 
fused, however. It is wrong to say that 
the Lord Jesus Christ must always heal 
those who are ill. That is not true. 
But when He wills to heal His own, He 
does so. Remember this, however: 
There is a day coming when every one 
of God’s own will be without pain or 
tears or death (Rev. 21:4). That this 
will be so was proved by the healing 
miracles that the Lord Jesus performed 
in the long ago. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 


% 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 799) 


1. He touched him. 

2. To the priest, 
nounce him clean. 

3. Confident faith (Matt. 8:2, 8). 

4. Both exercised authority (v. 9). 


5. The centurion was a Gentile, and 
he believed that ,the miracle could be 
performed at a distance. 


6. From “the east and west” (v. 11). 


7. Our Lord healed Peter’s mother- 
in-law. 


8. Verses 3, 13, 15. 

9. With a word (v. 16). 
10. Isaiah (v. 17). 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 


who would pro- 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, November 16 


3. The Church That Needed Repentance 
(Rev. 2:12-17) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

a Bis third church in the series, “Light 

From Ancient Churches,” which we 
began three weeks ago is the church at 
Pergamos, or Pergamum, which was an 
important city in Mysia, in the north- 
western corner of Asia Minor. It was 
the wealthy capital of Attalus I, who 
defeated the Gauls and, as was the 
custom in that day, removed them from 
their land and resettled them, using an 
area east of Mysia in Asia Minor which 
area later came to be called Galatia. 
One of Attalus’s descendants  be- 
queathed all of his movable property 
to the Romans. They interpreted this 
as including his whole kingdom and 
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they took over the country about 133 
B.C. 
se 

The only mention in the Bible of the 
Christian church at Pergamos is in the 
Beok of Revelation. Here we learn 
that, although the city is described as 
Satan’s seat, or throne, the church had 
nevertheless held fast to the name of 
Christ and had not denied the Chris- 
tian faith, even though martyrdom had 
come to some of its members. 

yd 

In the prophetic picture of the whole 
Church, which is one way in which the 
letters to the seven churches in Revela- 
tion may be interpreted, Pergamos may 
be seen to represent the period from 
A.D. 316 to about A.D. 606. Our topic 
for this week refers to Pergamos as 
“The Church That Needed Repentance.” 
However, she was not unique in this 
respect, for the letters to the churches 
at Ephesus, Sardis, and Laodicea also 
mention this need. Although com- 
mended by the Lord Jesus for her faith- 
fulness in persecution, nevertheless He 
had serious complaints to make against 
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the Pergamos church. In her midst 
were some who held to the “doctrine 
of Balaam,” and some who followed 
“the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes.” 

To understand the first of these ex- 
pressions, we must turn to the Book of 
Numbers, chapters 22 to 25. There it 
will be found that the children of Israel, 
on their journey from Egypt to the 
Promised Land, came to the borders of 
the lands of Moab and Midian. The 
rulers of these countries were fearful 
because they had heard that the Is- 
raelites had defeated the armies of 
every country through which they had 
passed. The kings of Moab and Midian, 
therefore, sought out a prophet named 
Balaam, and tried to bribe him to curse 
the children of Israel. However, God 
overruled their designs and compelled 
Balaam to bless rather than curse the 
Israelites. Nevertheless, Balaam later 
counseled the Midianites to have their 
women invite the Israelite men to at- 
tend the idolatrous and immoral feasts 
of Baal. Thus the Israelites were lured 
into idolatry and immorality with the 
result that the Lord had to send a 
plague to chasten Israel. Through this 
plague some 42,000 persons lost their 
lives. 

we 

In the history of the .Christian 
Church, we -find that after the Roman 
Emperor Constantine professed Chris- 
tianity anf brought the Roman Empire 
into the Church, about 316 A.D., there 
was an unholy union of the Church 
and idolatry and the world that broke 
down the resistance of the Church to 
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evil, as persecution and suffering had 
not thus far been able to do. Thus the 
principle of the doctrine of Balaam did 
its work. The “doctrine of the Nico- 
laitanes” mentioned in the Lord’s com- 
plaint against the Pergamos church (vy. 
15) is believed to refer to the rise of a 
formal, elaborate, and sensuous wor- 


ship in which the clergy, dressed in. 


costly vestments and using gorgeous 
paraphernalia, patterned after some of 
the pagan feasts and customs, estab- 
lished a worship that was far removéd 
from the simple apostolic customs. 
What is more, in this period the clergy 
began to be formed into a priestly 
caste, set apart from the laity and ex- 
ercising an unnatural and unscriptural 
control and power over them. 
, ye 

For us, today, the lesson from this 
letter to the Pergamos church is a warn- 
ing against formalism and any elabo- 
rate type of worship that substitutes 
symbols or forms of any kind for Christ. 
Nothing that man can design or make 
can assist him in knowing Christ or 
worshiping Him. It is the simple heart 
worship that God desires. Whenever 
we let things, or persons, or the world 
come between us and the Lord, even 
though it may be in a form of worship, 
we are in danger. “God is a Spirit: 


.and they that worship him must wor- 


ship him in spirit and in truth” (John 
4:24). Let us beware, then, of the use 
of any pictures or statues or symbols 
that are suggested as “an aid ‘to a 
spirit of worship,” either for the home 
or in our churches. They can become 
an entering wedge for idolatry. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


* 
What Blunderers We Are! 


(Continued from second page) 


Let no one of us’ congratulate himself 
on being free from blundering, for every 
one of us is a blunderer. Let no one of 
us be overdespondent when he finds 
that he has blundered, for no one of us 
is alone in his blundering. Let no one 
of us think lightly of his blundering, or 
fail to watch against his liability to 
blunder, for the best reputation in the 
world may be dimmed, if not destroyed, 
by a blunder; and, even though the 
blunderer has already surmounted and 
outlived a thousand of his blunders, one 
more blunder may cause his overthrow. 
Let no one of us judge harshly the 
blunders of another, or wonder that 
another should blunder as he does, for 
every one of us has cause to ask the 
charitable judgment of others because 
of his blundering, and every one of us 
ought to see to it that he judges others 
with the spirit in which he would be 
judged. 

All of us are blunderers together; 
and the prayer of every one of us 
should be: Lord, keep me from the 
consequences Of my wretched blunder- 
ing! 


“Qur faults no tenderness should ask, 
The chastening stripes must cleanse them all; 
But for our blunders—oh, in shame 
Before the eyes of Heaven we fall.” 
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Children at Home 


A Little-Boy Job 
By Virginia Maas 


6 HY can’t I come up on the roof 
and help you shingle?” asked 
Donnie pleadingly. 

“Because you’re too little,” answered 
his big brother Bob teasingly. 

“Why am I too little?” persisted Don- 
nie bending his head way back and 
looking up at his brother whe was up 
at the very tiptop of the roof. 

“This is a big-boy job,” said Bob. 

“Will I ever be big enough to do big- 
boy jobs?” asked Donnie sighing loudly. 

“Sure,” said Bob, “but you'll have to 
learn to do little-boy jobs first.” 

“Did you have to do little-boy jobs 
when you were little like me?” Donnie 
asked seriously. 

“TI sure did,” his brother answered. 

“Do you know any little jobs I could 
practice on now?” Donnie asked 
thoughtfully after a few minutes. 

“Well, yes. You could pile up those 
old shingles that are over there on the 
ground,” said Bob. : 

“But what good would that do?” Don- 
hie asked. 





$3.00 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
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“It would save Dad a lot of work. 
Those shingles have to be piled up in a 
neat stack for burning in the fireplace 
this winter. We can’t leave them in a 
mess in the back yard,” explained Bob. 

“Where should I pile them?” asked 
Donnie. 

“Put them over there in the wood- 
shed,” replied Bob. 

“But that’s an awful lot of shingles, 
and the woodshed is way over there,” 
complained Donnie. 

“All jobs aren’t easy, you know,” Bob 
reminded him, “and we have to do the 
hard ones as well as the ones that are 
fun.” 

“Does God like me better when I’m 
helping people?” asked Donnie. 

“He sure does,” said Bob, “and so does 
everyone else.” 

“Even if it is just a little job?” in- 
sisted Donnie. 

“That’s right. All good work is God’s 
work. Whatever we do that is right is 
helping God.” 

“All right. I'll pile up the shingles 
then,” said Donnie cheerfully. 

TacoMa, WASH. 
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Scripture Art Calendars 
(Continued from page 797) 


color reproduction of some well-known 
painting of an incident that will be 
studied in the International Uniform 
Lessons for that particular month. 
Among the: subjects of these paintings 
will be found: “The Good Samaritan,” 
by Schnorr; “He Is Risen,” by Plock- 
horst; “David Anointed at Bethlehem,” 
by an unknown artist; “Esther,” by 
Stemler; “The Song of the Angels,” by 
Edelfeld. ! 

In addition to the large calendar 
blocks for the current month, each page 
shows small calendar blocks of the pre- 
ceding and following months. The In- 
ternational Uniform Sunday School 
Lesson titles are given for each Sunday 
with the Scripture reference, a devo- 
tional reading reference, and a memory 
selection for the week. The text for 
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MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 

SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1953 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. ey enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and t.ake friends for 
your organization. 

Samples FREE to Officials 

SANGAMON MILLS 

Established 1915 ~ Cohocs, N. Y. 











SUNDAY SCHOOL, BIBLE CLUB TEACHERS 
AND OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS! 
THIRD ANNUAL “HIDE-THE-WORD” 


BIBLE MEMORIZING 
CONTEST 


Children Learn 150 Choige Bible Verses 
Get Plaques, Books, Bible es And Week 
At Mt. Lou-San Bible Camp . . . FREE! 


ENROLLMENT PERIOD 


NOV. 1 THROUGH DEC. 31 
Write Today For Application Blanks To: 


11 N. 14th St., Harrisburg, Pa. 














You must read the new book 
Should Christians Observe Christmas? 
with Bible chart showing Christ was born in 

October — 50c; 12 — $5 
Also: Merry Christmas tract; 100 — $1 


Rev. Ralph |. Yarnell 
174 Park Street Montclair, N. J. 





HARKNESS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN- 
PLAYING For those who can 
already play. EIGHTY Music- 
ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects — in- 
cluding TEN practical Accompani- 
ment Methods in Chords, Octaves, 
Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 

2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING A course for 
those who cannot play but wish to learn to play 
hymns and Gospel songs. FIFTY Musically-illustrat- 
ed lessons. Original HARKNESS Keyboard Charts 


Over ten Thousand Students 
Send for FREE details. Indicate course desireé 


ROBERT HARKNESS *2asisunn seas: 














Theological Seminary. 
eeee 
10,000 lost 
meanings revealed! 
eee 
575 difficult 
passages clarified! 


- 60,000 Copies Now in Print . . . 
THE AMPLIFIED NEW TESTAMENT 


“.. . Its purpose is to make clear to the contem- 
porary readers the significance of 
original . . .““—Dr. George A. Turner, Asbury 
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ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER 


Only $3.95 


PUBLISHED BY ZONDERVAN 


Grand Rapids ¢ 
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The Scroll of 
the Law 


(Hebrew, Sefer Torah) 
One-third Actual Size 


Miniature Scroll 
A Beautiful Jewish 
Antiquity 


The Scroll is the most sacred thing in the 
— Synagogue. Christ read His intro- 


ductory message from the Scroll in the . 


Synagogue. 


Every Bible student ought to 
have one of these 
miniature scrolls 


OUR OFFER 


We want you to read THE CHOSEN 
ee onions by many Bible - 
mts the most he per > prophecy 
and the Jew pub hed “he America. It 
gives you inspiring reports of the world- 
wide activities of the American Board of 
Missions to the o, Jom Inc. Also, we want 
i to read life story of Ex-Rabbi 
pold Coh 


A. ‘wabaen by himself in a 
sixty-page booklet—one of the most thrilling 
stories you have ever Jews are really 


accepting the Lord Jesus Christ. 


CHOSEN PEC the Scroll is $1.50, and THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE ~~ a year t (Published 
une 5 

ns el is 50 cents. Send us $2 and 

we will mail you and enter your name 

for a an s subscription for THE CHOSEN 
LE; if not satisfied, we'll return your 

money without a question. 


Our work amo your, rere omtivee. It 
is a program world-wide Gospel testi- 
mony to the Jews. Your fellowship in 


yer is alw: ane welcomed and appreciated. 
HE = PEOPLE is, of course, sent 
to all contributors. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
THE JEWS, INC. 


236 W. 72nd St., Dept. 6, New York 23, N. Y. 
I enclose $2.00 for which please send me 
your Hebrew Miniature Combination. 


Use the enclosed $___..___________ for 


mission work among Jews. 
Name 
Address 


9 RO, ee 
In Canada 
39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont. 
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the Scripture verse for each weekday 
is printed in full, and, in addition, 
Scripture references are printed for 
daily Bible reading for the entire 
month, following the selections of the 
American Bible Society. 

Many have found these Scripture Art 
Calendars suitable for inexpensive gifts 
for friends or members of Sunday 
school classes and the like. Sunday 
school teachers like them for the con- 
venient reminders of the coming Sun- 
day school lessons, and for the fine color 
reproductions of paintings of Bible 
scenes, which are suitable for framing 
and displaying in the classroom as an 
aid to teaching. 

The calendars are moderately priced 
—35 cents each; 3 for $1; 12 for $3.50; 
25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22. Prices 
for larger quantities may be had upon 
request. Please ask for the 1959 Scrip- 
ture Art Calendar, and mail your order 
with your game and address and re- 
mittance to The Sunday School Times 
Co., 325 North 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Weainns, issued the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


November 10 to 16 


Mon., Nov. 10.—Matt. 8:1-4. 
The Power of Christ. 


_ Prayer Succestions: “If thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean.” Our Lord’s 
rulership and authority and ability is 
immeasurable and omnipotent. Our 
Lord while here veiled His deity in the 
tabernacle of His flesh. He did not here 
say that He made the universe and up- 
held all things by the word of His 
power, even though this was absolutely 
true. He spoke only of Himself as be- 
ing what poor souls need Him to be: 
Bread of Life, Water of Life, Light of 
the World, Good Shepherd, Son of man, 
and Saviour. By faith men drew on 
His infinite power. The leper found 
Him all-sufficient. "The Lord honored 
that praying leper. His help is avail- 
able to you. Pray for Youth for Christ. 


Tues., Nov. 11.—Matt. 8:5-13. 
By Faith Alone. 
Prayer Succestions: “Great faith.” 
The centurion recognized Christ as the 
Son of God. His faith was honored 
immediately, and by its record in Holy 
Scriptures it will be honored in all time 
and eternity. The centurion’s firm, un- 
shakable confidence in the power of 
Christ commends it to us and instructs 
us to put entire dependence in Christ 
for all that pertains to life and godli- 
ness. Trust the Lord. Pray for a new 
blessing upon Child Evangelism. 


Wed., Nov. 12.—Matt. 8:14-17. 
The Great Physician. 


Prayer Succestions: “He touched her 
hand, and the fever left her.” The 
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Lord who nrade man and gave him al] 
he has, has exercised His power in re- 
pairing damages done to multitudes of 
broken human frames. He did not heal 
everybody. He does not heal all His 
beloved servants. He who let Lazarus 
die and allowed Dorcas to suffer the 
pains of death decides your experiences, 
Millions of servants of the Lord have 
gone: through physical tortures and died, 
without healing. Overlook not the very 
important text: “They that be whole 
need not a physician, but they that are 
sick” (Matt. 9:12). If He heals, give 
praise; if not, give Him glory. Pray 
for Grace Theological Seminary, Wi- 
nona Lake, Ind. 


Thurs., Nov. 13.—Matt. 9:35-38. 
Christ’s Compassion, 
PRAYER SvuGcEsTIons: “But when he 
saw the multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion on them, because they 
fainted, and were scattered abroad, as 
sheep having no shepherd.” The great 
needs of people should move us to 
sorrow and pity and action. Their dis- 
tresses and need and helplessness should 
move all who have the Spirit of Christ. 
By what we do for the salvation and 
other needs of people we show we have 
a Christian interest in human welfare. 
Pray for all pioneering missionaries. 


Fri., Nov. 14.—Matt- 9:27-31. 
According to Your Faith. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “According to 
your faith be it unto you.” Ask God for 
favors in the name of Christ, but be 
sure to “believe that he is, and that he 
is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him” (Heb. 11:6). Confidence in 
Ged who gave the promises is what 
enables one’ to plead the promises and 
get the promised blessing. Conditional 
promises require pleaders who trust 
God to do His part as promised. Be- 
lieve the Word of God. Pray for 
Houghton College, Houghton, N. Y: 


Sat., Nov. 15.—Mark, 3:7-12. 
Healing for All 
Prayer Succestions: “He had ‘healed 
many.” Crowds, seeking healing, fol- 
lowed Christ. Multitudes were healed 
who never returned thanks. Blame 
them not because we have had mercies 
from the Lord for which we never have 
given thanks. The Lord broadcasts 
general mercies day by day without 
human acknowledgment of the favors. 
Do you.bless God for His kindness? 
Pray for London Bible Institute and 
Theological Seminary, London, Ont. 
Can. 


Sun., Nov. 16.—Psa. 103:1-5. 
Praise for Healing. 
Prayer Succestions: “Who healeth 
all thy diseases.” All good things come 
from God. Have in mind God the First 
Cause of everything favorable and good 
in life. Do not forget also that “behind 
a frowning providence, He hides a smil- 
ing face.” It is a common sin to forget 
God. Only one of the ten healed lepers 
returned to give the Lord thanks. 5 
alway thankful. “Bless the Lord at all 
times” (Psa. 34:1). Pray for the Joh 
Brown University, Siloam Springs, Ark 








